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Summary:

To seek Members’ approval for the implementation of the new traffic signal installation at 
the junction of A59, Northway with Damfield Lane and minor modifications to the junction 
of the A59 with Kenyon’s Lane.

Recommendation(s):

(It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised to 
implement the following modifications to the highway:  

(a) Introduction of traffic signals at the junction of A59, Northway and the junction 
with Damfield Lane.

(b) Introduction of some enabling works at the junction of A59, Northway and the 
junction with Kenyon’s Lane to facilitate future improvements.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

Licensing and Regulatory Committee have powers to consider the details of 
improvements to highways and can approve the scheme as proposed or with minor 
amendments but otherwise must refer the scheme to the Cabinet Member.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None.  



What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

None

(B) Capital Costs

The cost of the proposals will be met from the Local Growth Fund and a 
contribution from the Highways Challenge Fund allocation, as approved by 
Cabinet Member in October 2020. 

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None

Legal Implications:
None

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:
Protect the most vulnerable:   Will improve crossing facilities,

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:  Improve conditions for pedestrians and 
cyclists and improve road safety. 

Commission, broker and provide core services:  Not applicable

Place – leadership and influencer:  Enhances the local environment by promoting 
alternative modes of travel.  

Drivers of change and reform:  Not applicable

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:  Not applicable

Greater income for social investment:   Not applicable

Cleaner Greener:  Supports sustainable travel, including walking  and cycling.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?



(A) Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6243/20.) 
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4444/20.) have been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Consultation on the proposals for Damfield Lane were completed with a letter drop to all 
properties within the area followed by subsequent detailed discussions with people 
impacted upon by changes in parking provision.

The proposed change to the TRO will also be subject to consultation and this will be 
reported to L&R Committee if any objections are received.

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Andrew Dunsmore
Telephone Number: Tel: 0151 934 2766
Email Address: andrew.dunsmore@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report.

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection



1. Introduction / Background

1.1 In 2019 a submission was made to the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
(LCRCA) to seek funding to develop a Business Case for a number of highway 
improvements on the A59 corridor through Maghull. LCRCA didn’t approve 
proposals to develop the entire corridor but did support improvements to one of 
the junctions on the A59, at Liverpool Road North/Dover Road. This was funded 
from the Local Growth Fund.

1.2 The Dover Road scheme was completed in April 2020 and the outturn cost was 
identified as being below the scheme budget. This was largely as a result of the 
statutory undertakers’ diversion costs being less than originally predicted. Rather 
than return the unallocated CA funding, agreement was sought to use the 
unallocated money to fund additional works, already identified in the original 
application. LCRCA approved the use of the unallocated money to develop a 
scheme based on the junction with Damfield Lane and including the extension of 
cycle tracks from Switch Island to Damfield Lane in the scope of works. This was 
on the undertaking that this additional package of work could be delivered in 
2020-21.

1.3 In May 2020, in light of COVID-19 emergency and the pressures on resources 
locally and nationally, the Department for Transport wrote to all local authorities to 
advise that it would be making Highways Challenge Funding available through 
formula distribution rather than a bidding process.  This was to ensure that funding 
reached each Combined Authority or local highway authority as quickly as 
possible. In July 2020 LCRCA confirmed Sefton Council’s allocation of £1,995,030 
from the Highways Challenge Fund. The funding was provided on the basis that it 
would be expended or committed within the 2020/21 financial year.

1.4 In October 2020 Cabinet Member approved the use of £300k from the Highways 
Challenge Fund to supplement the unallocated LCRCA funding. As such, the 
scope of works was increased to further enable some additional cycle track works 
to be delivered.

2.0 A59 Junction with Damfield Lane

2.1 The existing junction is a priority junction with Northway (A59). There are currently 
no traffic signals on the junction. Right turning vehicles need to cross two 
southbound lanes in order to proceed northbound, although there is a gap in the 
wide central reserve which provides some safety for vehicles to wait for a gap. 
Pedestrian facilities are provided by a footbridge over the A59 although this is not 
DDA compliant. There are no controlled crossings across Damfield Lane. Some 
pedestrians, including high school children, tend to ignore the footbridge and 
cross the A59 using the wide central reserve.

2.2 The scheme will include a new signal-controlled junction aimed at improving 
crossing facilities for pedestrians and improving safety. In addition, the cycle track 



will be introduced between Switch island and Damfield Lane. The intention is to 
ensure that all the funding is expended before the end of March 2021

2.3 The scheme consists of the following components:

• Carriageway widening;
• Signal crossing upgrades;
• Shared Footway / Cycleway upgrade.

Please note that the existing footbridge will be retained and the proposals 
described below are in addition to the footbridge. The proposals will provide a 
change to the Damfield Lane junction with the introduction of new traffic signals on 
all arms of the junction, which will aim to provide two significant safety benefits.

2.4 The principle aims will be;

• to improve the safety for pedestrians with the introduction of ‘at-level’ crossing 
facilities to supplement the existing footbridge,

• to improve the safety for vehicles turning into and out of Damfield Lane

2.5 The scheme will consist of the realignment of the exit lane from Damfield Lane to 
facilitate a larger staggered pedestrian refuge. In addition, a traffic island will be 
introduced on the A59 northbound lane in order to segregate the right turn lane. 
Controlled crossing facilities will be introduced both on Damfield Lane east and 
west sides as well the A59. The Plan is shown in Appendix A.

2.6 In addition to the junction proposals, there are further proposals to increase the 
width of the existing bituminous footpath between Damfield Lane and Hall Lane. 
These subsequently would become shared pedestrian and cycle facilities.

3.0 Traffic Regulation Orders for Damfield Lane

3.1   Cabinet Member has approved a report, submitted in December 2020, seeking 
permission to advertise the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs).

3.2   The proposed changes to the TROs to facilitate the schemes include the 
relocation of two bus stops and the creation of a residents privileged parking bay, 
with permits funded from the scheme budget

4.0 A59 Junction with Kenyon’s Lane

4.1 The submission to LCRCA for a scheme to improve a number of junctions along 
the corridor (as described in 1.1) included the introduction of pedestrian crossing 
facilities at the above junction.

4.2 The proposed scheme includes scheme includes additional lanes from Kenyon’s 
Lane (to cater for the additional traffic generated from the 300-house development 
on the Morton’s Dairy site), full pedestrian facilities, new cycle lanes and two bus 
layby.



4.3 There is currently insufficient funding within the budget to deliver all the necessary 
works to introduce the change, but  based on the tendered figures for the 
Damfield Lane junction works,  and cycleway element, there is some spare 
resource. As such it is proposed to deliver some enabling works to facilitate the 
junction improvement. This will include additional duct crossings and statutory 
diversion works.

4.4 The full scheme design will be developed, consultation undertaken and the 
necessary approvals sought  prior to the implementation of the modifications.

5.0 Recommendation(s):

5.1      It is recommended that the Head of Highways and Public Protection be authorised 
to implement the following modifications to the highway:  

(a) Introduction of traffic signals at the junction of A59, Northway and the junction 
with Damfield Lane.

(b) Introduction of some enabling works at the junction of A59, Northway and the 
junction with Kenyon’s Lane to facilitate future improvements.



Appendix A


